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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 29, 2005 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 4, and 6 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3, 4, and 6 have been 
considered but are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 , 3, 4, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Swart, U.S. Patent No. 6,347,306. 

Regarding to claims 1 and 3, Swart discloses a system for administering 
employee funds, system comprising: 
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at least one access point configured to interface with an employee, the employee 
associated with a worksite employer having an obligation to remit employee funds to the 
employee (figure 2, item 250; column 7, lines 44-47 and column 14, lines 20-25; each 
employee is provided with on-line access to securely log onto a website associated with 
the banking computer system 250 to check on and verify the provision of the net work 
segment pay to the employee's bank account; employer associated with the employee 
remits salary to the employee's bank account); 

a personal financial service provider configured to communicate with worksite 
employer and at least one access point over a network (figure 2, the banking system 
250 communicates with the payroll processing system 230 and the employee 258), said 
personal financial service provider including a data center configured to store financial 
data associated with the employee (column 13, lines 47-52; the banking computer 
communicates with a computer storage device which stores shift completion 
information, pay amount information, pay deduction information and network segment 
pay of the employee), wherein said personal financial service provider is configured to 
electronically receive the employee funds directly from worksite employer and to 
electronically disburse the employee funds to third parties prior to allowing the 
employee to disburse funds via access point (column 7, lines 32-47; the banking system 
deposits the net pay directly into the employee's account, withdraws, e.g. 2% of the 
employee's pay and automatically deposits the money into a mutual fund); 

said personal financial service provider configured to administer at least one 
benefits program associated with the employee (column 7, lines 30-47; the bank 
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administers the employee's bank account 245, deposits the net pay directly into the 
employee's account, provides the employee with the ability to check the bank account 
on-line, deposits money into employee's mutual fund). 

Swart does not disclose the personal financial service provider configured to 
electronically receive a fee from the worksite employer, wherein the fee is responsive to 
the disbursal of the employee funds, and the fee is a percentage of a gross payment 
amount associated with the employee. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and 
well known in the art that a bank electrically charges a fee for a customer when the 
customer performs funds transferring and the fee is equal to a certain percentage 
amount of money transferred. For example, when a customer makes a funds transfer 
from the customer's checking account to the other person's account, the bank debit a 
fee equal to 3% of the amount of funds transferred from a client's checking account. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Swart's to adopt the well known feature above for the 
purpose of allowing the bank to make profit by collecting service fee when performing 
service on behalf of an employer 

Swart discloses personal financial service provider configured to interface with 
the employee to provide at least one of, direct purchase of goods and sen/ices, direct 
purchase of travel services, or direct purchase of investment instruments (column 12, 
lines 15-23; the bank advertises new services and products to its customers). Swart 
does not disclose the goods and services come from one of the third parties. However, 
Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in the art that advertising goods and 
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services on behalf of third parties over the Internet. For example, the famous 
yahoo.com website advertises goods/services on behalf of merchants, the website 
contain links or logos of various merchants so the user can click on a link to select a 
merchant to direct purchase good or services from that merchant. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Swart's to adopt the well known feature above for the purpose of 
allowing the bank to make profit by advertising goods/services on behalf of merchants. 

Regarding to claim 4, Swart does not disclose the personal financial service 
provider pays, for employee, federal taxes associated with the employee funds. 
However, Swart discloses the human resource computer system stores the withholdings 
of federal and state taxes of the employee (column 6, lines 28-36), the payroll 
processing computer system calculates the tax deductions for the employee (column 7, 
lines 1-20), the banking system retrieves net work segment pay from the payroll 
processing system for issue a check or directly deposit to the employee's bank account 
(column 7, lines 30-47). The payroll processing computer system deducts the federal 
and state taxes from the employee's net pay, thus it is obvious that the banking system 
pays federal taxes associated with the employee net pay. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate this feature with the modified Swart's above for the purpose of providing 
more convenient to employee in paying federal taxes associated with the employee net 
pay. 
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Regarding to claim 6, Swart discloses wherein the at least one access point 
Includes a Web-based interface (column 7, lines 44-47; employee can check the bank 
account on-line via a web browser). 

Conclusion 

6. Claims 1 , 3, 4, and 6 are rejected. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number Is 
(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

8. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 
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(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 

Nga B. Nguyen 
November 16, 2005 



